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Welcome!
New Curriculum Directors' 

Orientation

Justin Hill
Associate Superintendent,

Curriculum, Instruction and School Climate

September 27, 2022
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Speed Dating with C&I Programs



Mission

To advocate for 
excellence in 
public education 
by providing 
visionary 
leadership and 
professional 
learning that 
ensure a 
rigorous, 
performance-
based curriculum 
and high-quality 
instruction for all 
students.



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 4

Agenda

1. Welcome: GaDOE Associate Superintendent, C&I-Climate, Justin Hill
2. Introducing Dr. April Aldridge
3. Overview of How Curriculum & Instruction Supports Districts
4. ELA Standards Update
5. Overview of Georgia Connects - Georgia Inspire
6. Lessons Learned from Veteran C&I Directors

a) Gilmer County, Lottie Mitchell
b) Effingham County, Travis Nesmith
c) Carrollton City, Karen Wild
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COLLEGE READINESS/T DEV
MaryJean 

Program Manager

FINE ARTS
Jessica Booth

Program Manager

COLLEGE READINESS
Martha Smith

Program Specialist

FINE ARTS
Paul McClain

Program Specialist

ELA
Kelly Iverson

Program Specialist

MATH*
Karla Cwetna

Program Specialist

SOCIAL STUDIES
Ashley Melville

Program Specialist

JIMMY CARTER
Marle Usry (remote)
Program Specialist 

HEALTH and PE
Therese McGuire
Program Specialist

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Dr. Breanne Huston
Program Manager

MATHEMATICS
Dr. Lya Snell

Program Manager

SOCIAL STUDIES
Joy Hatcher

Program Manager

August 1, 2022

COLLEGE READINESS
Lisa Hackney

Program Specialist

ELA
Sarah Welch

Program Specialist

ELA
Andina Oglesby

Program Specialist

SOCIAL STUDIES
Jennifer Zoumberis  
Program Specialist

MATH
Jenise Sexton

Program Specialist

MATH  
Michael Wiernicki
Program Specialist

SCIENCE
Keith Crandall

Program Manager

SCIENCE
Judith Beccaro

Program Specialist

SCIENCE
Renee Shirley‐Stevens
Program Specialist

COLLEGE READINESS 
Alison Coker 

Contracted Spt. Specialist

Business Spt Analyst 1 
Jan Walker

FINE ARTS
Casey Hall

Program Specialist

SCHOOL CLIMATE
Jeannie Morris

Program Manager

MATH
Isa Sanchez

ELL‐Math Program Specialist

ELA
Asha Jassani

ELL‐ELA Program Specialist

Budget Analyst III
Christy Davis

SOCIAL STUDIES**
Nancy Balaun

ELL‐SS Program Specialist

SCIENCE**
Laura Canepa‐Redondo

ELL‐Science Program Spec.

Digital Resources (6‐12)**
Dana Munson

Program SpecialistDIGITAL RESOURCES
Dr. Meghan Welch
Program Manager

Digital Resources (K‐5)**
Oluremi Wright

Program Specialist

WORLD LANGUAGES
Patrick Wallace                     

Program Specialist

Karen Elfner
Beth Gaff

Wanda McPherson
Contracted Spt. Specialists

*Part‐time DOE Employee
**ARP funded

SCHOOL CLIMATE
Program Specialists

Susan Barrow
Tony Feldmann 

Vacant
Ben Moore
Vacant
Vacant

Amber Phillips
Shannon Weist
Steven Rufe

Amy Yacobacci 
Vacant 

B. Woolridge (DECAL‐DOE)
Rebecca Blanton (PA) 

Sandy DeMuth*
MiMi Gudenrath*

CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, & SCHOOL CLIMATE
Justin Hill

Associate Superintendent

Administrative 
Assistant III
Laura Peace

STATE COORDINATOR –
DSYLEXIA 

Dr. Jennifer Lindstrom
Associate Professor, UGA

TEACHING AND LEARNING
Dr. Caitlin Dooley

Deputy Superintendent

COMPUTER SCIENCE     
Bryan Cox

Program Lead Specialist

COMPUTER SCIENCE     
Lavita Williams

Program Specialist

MATH
Kenneth Golden

Math Program Specialist
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Welcome Dr. April Aldridge!
Beginning October 15, Dr. Aldridge will 
become the NEW Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction and report 
to the Deputy Superintendent for the 
Office of Teaching and Learning.  

Justin Hill will become the Associate 
Superintendent for the Office of Whole 
Child Supports and report to the Chief 
of Staff.
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Dr. April Aldridge
• 25 years Public Education

• Office of Rural Education, Instructional Specialist
• Decatur County School System

• Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning
• Director of Assessment
• Federal Programs Director
• Assistant Principal
• Lead Teacher
• Classroom Teacher

• Hoover City Schools, Alabama
• Union Elementary, Bibb County Schools, Georgia

• Personal Education
• Winder Barrow High School Graduate
• Mercer University – Early Childhood Education and Spanish
• Georgia College and State University – Masters and Specialist in Educational 

Leadership
• University of Alabama at Birmingham – Ed.D. in Educational Leadership with a 

Curriculum Focus
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Dr. April Aldridge
• Past GACIS President
• Education Chair for Chamber of Commerce
• Co-Leader of First Port City Youth Leadership Program
• Mercer University: President of Tift College of Education, 

Executive Committee Member of Tift College of Education Board 
of Visitors, and National Alumni Board Member

• Bainbridge County Club Board of Directors
• Youth Committee at First Baptist Church
• Personal: Loves to read, travel, relax at the beach, and to spend 

time with with friends and family
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Core Values
• Do Right
• Kids First
• People Matter
• Work Hard
• Play Hard

Cover it all with FAITH and GRACE

TOGETHER WE WILL CREATE 
EXCELLENCE
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Contact Information

• April P. Aldridge, Ed.D.
• Cell Phone: 229-449-2560 
• april.aldridge@doe.k12.ga.us
• Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx

Website
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K12 Curriculum Directors 
K12 Curriculum Directors <k12curriculum@list.doe.k12.ga.us>

EXAMPLE

EMAIL
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Why Use Our Twitter Account? 
Daily Updates

Social 
Media
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The Monthly T&L Newsletter

Page 1: Deputy 
Superintendent of T&L / 
Chief of Staff Updates

Page 2: SBOE / Associate 
Superintendent C&I Updates

Pages 3+: T&L Program 
Updates 

Newsletter
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Resources to Support 
Classroom Instruction

Georgia Home 
Classroom

GSO & The 
Essential Toolkit
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Navigating GeorgiaStandards.Org
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https://www.gpb.org/education/learn
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30K Downloads for 17 episodes!
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Getting Ready for K-6

(Including Spanish Translations)

12 Guides in English/Spanish

Downloaded 10K+
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Physical Education

English Language Arts

Mathematics

Mathematics

Video Lesson Plans 
(x61)

Downloaded 80K+
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Digital Learning Plans 435 Plans; Each plan 
covers 10 days of 
learning.

Downloaded 85K+
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Core Functions: Develop and Manage Standards and 
Collaboration with Assessment on Test Questions

Standards vs. Curriculum

• Standards are the learning goals for what students 
should know and be able to do at each grade level
-Student expectations
-Define success
-Remain constant

• A curriculum is the detailed plan used to teach 
students
-Includes activities, lessons, units, assessments, & instructional decisions
-Can be altered year-to-year or classroom-to-classroom
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ELA 
STANDARDS
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We are here!
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Joyce Bearden
Director, Knowledge & Resource Management 

at Georgia Department of Education
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Gilmer County, Lottie Mitchell
Effingham County, Travis Nesmith
Carrollton City, Karen Wild
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Local Control
The doctrine of "local control," which provides local school boards with the 
management and control of public schools, is deeply rooted in our state 
constitution. For this reason, the Georgia Department of Education has very 
limited authority over the daily operations of school systems. The concerns 
presented in your email, fall within the local management and control of a school 
district. Accordingly, the concerns presented in your correspondence are under 
the jurisdiction of the local school district and therefore must be resolved at that 
level.
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EIP Contact Information
Yoshana J. Hill
Staff Attorney 
The Office of Policy, Flexibility, and External Affairs
yoshana.hill@doe.k12.ga.us
https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-
Policy/Policy/Pages/Early-Intervention-Program.aspx



Preparing students

for life.
www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/c/GeorgiaDepartmentofEducation


