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Budgets and Grants

• 76% of districts have an 
approved budget!!

• Gentle Reminder: The budget 
submission due date was 
September 30th. Please submit 
your initial budget or complete 
your revisions as soon as 
possible.
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Transition Survey Dates 2014-2015 

November 18, 
2014

• Transition Planning Opens for Data Entry-Names for Transaction Plan 
verification will be available on the portal (See directions on the 
portal).

December 19, 
2014

• Transition Planning Deadline for Submission-Deadline for this 
verification.

January 23, 
2015

• Deadline for Uploading Individual Student Transition Plan Documents

February 10, 2015

• Uploading Individual Student Transition Plan for Correction of 
Compliance Begins

February 20,2015

• Deadline for Uploading Individual Student Transition Plan for 
Correction of Non-compliance-Correction for non-compliance 
completed. 

11/18/201
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Georgia Instructional Material 
Project
GIMC

American Printing House (APH) for the Blind

Annual Registration
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Importance:

Secures funding for State provided Accessible 
Instructional Materials (AIMs), equipment and 
supplies from APH
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Things to do

Ensure that all students who are blind (primary 
or secondary area of disability) have a current 
vision report (within 3 years of 1/5/15) i.e., 
Reports must have a date after 1/5/2012.
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Repercussions

Districts will be responsible for providing APH 
required equipment and supplies from local 
funds for blind students who are not eligible for 
APH funds due to an expired vision report.

Print materials will still be available at no cost to 
the districts.
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Further Information

Following in Friday eBlasts
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Text-to-Speech Assessment Question

• Is there an electronic 
reader or a text-to-speech 
program(s) recommended 
by DOE for students to use 
during the school year if 
they have read to 
accommodations?

Image courtesy of Michelle Meiklejohn at FreeDigitalPhotos.net 
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Text-to-Speech Definition

• Text-to-speech refers to 
electronic text being 
read aloud by a 
computer generated 
voice. It also allows for 
viewing of the print text. 

• Text-to-speech might 
also be called TTS or 
electronic reader

Image courtesy of David Castillo at FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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Answer to the Question 

There is not any text-to-
speech program that is 
being recommended from 
the state level. It is up to 
the student’s IEP team to 
decide what would be the 
best tool (TTS program) to 
meet the needs of the 
student. 
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Resources to Help IEP Teams:
Text-to-Speech Options

• Using Text-to-Speech 
Technology Resource Guide 
from the Center for Applied 
Special Technology (CAST)

• Screen Readers & Text-to-
Speech Applications (CAST)

• Software for Digital Talking 
Books (DTBs) 

http://www.cast.org/system/galleries/download/pdResources/tts.doc
http://aim.cast.org/learn/e-resources/software-based/screenreaders_tts#.VGTLsPnF_fs
http://aim.cast.org/learn/e-resources/software-based/dtb_software#.VGTLxfnF_fs
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• The Best Text to Speech (TTS) 
Software Programs and 
Online Tools (How-to Geek)

Resources to Help IEP Teams:
Text-to-Speech Options

• 13 Great Free Text-to-Speech Tools (Educational 
Technology and Mobile Learning)

http://www.howtogeek.com/125305/the-best-text-to-speech-tts-software-programs-and-online-tools/
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2013/01/13-great-free-text-to-speech-tools.html
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http://www.gpat.org/Georgia-Project-for-Assistive-
Technology/Pages/Easy-Reader-Software.aspx

http://www.gpat.org/Georgia-Project-for-Assistive-Technology/Pages/Easy-Reader-Software.aspx
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Assistive Technology Feature 
Matching: An Essential Step

Assistive technology features should be matched, 
as thoroughly as possible, to student needs and 
tasks. Teams will often find that there are several 
possible AT solutions that may be appropriate. 
Careful review of the specific features of devices 
or programs typically narrows the choices and 
makes the appropriate solution more obvious. 

Pick the features, not the product! 
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Text-to-Speech Feature Matching:
Resources

• Feature Match Checklists
Scott Marfilius & Kelly 
Fonner

• Sorting through Features: 
Using Accessible 
Instructional Materials In the 
Classroom Scott Marfilius & 
Kelly Fonner

http://www.spectronics.com.au/conference/2012/pdfs/handouts/kelly-fonner/Feature_Match_Checklists_JAN2012.pdf
http://www.atanswers.com/aim/docs/Sorting Checklist.pdf
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• Student Needs & instruction 
drive assistive technology 
decisions

• Statewide assessment 
accommodations should be 
selected based on the 
student’s individual needs and 
should generally be 
consistent with the 
accommodations provided 
during instruction. 

AT Decisions: The Process



IEP Meeting

Conduct AT trials and 
select most 

appropriate tool(s) 
with most appropriate 

features

Document AT 
in IEP

Integrate AT tools and 
strategies into daily 

curriculum

Reconsider AT as 
Needed (minimally 

Consider AT 
annually)

Define the problem & 
ID the need for AT 

through AT 
Consideration or 

other means

Feature Match 
tools to student 
needs and tasks 

as closely as 
possible. 

Generate potential 
solutions, 

investigating types 
of tools
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Decision Making Resource:
Accommodations

• Protocol for Accommodations in Reading (PAR)

– uPAR (online)

– PAR (Print Version)

Helps determine most suitable reading 
accommodations for specific students by 
assessing their individual needs. 

http://donjohnston.com/par/#.VGT_N_nF9pF
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Additional Information 

• Gina Gelinas

– ggelinas@doe.k12.ga.us

• Carson Cochran

– ccochran@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:ggelinas@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:ccochran@doe.k12.ga.us

