
  

 

Georgia’s Tiered System of Supports for Students 
Office of Whole Child Supports 

 

Children succeeding in school is the most essential priority for all Georgia parents and 
families, and it is the goal of all educators. This can be achieved through effective 
implementation of a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)  defined in HB 740 as “a 
systemic, continuous improvement framework in which data based problem-solving and 
decision making is practiced across all levels of the educational system for supporting 
students at multiple levels of intervention.” It is well known that early childhood 
experiences can make a tremendous impact on a child’s academic success which is 
significantly enhanced through effective evidence-based practices and interventions. 
John Hattie’s (et.al) work summarizes potential outcomes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Burns, Appleton, & Stehouwer, 2005; Dexter, Hughes, & Farmer, 2008; Simmons, Coyne, Kwok, McDonagh, Harn, & Kame’enui, 2008; Hattie, 2015 
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As HB 740 was being signed by Governor Nathan Deal in 2018, the Georgia Department 
of Education (GaDOE) was engaged in organizing and structuring to support the law as 
it became applicable to all schools offering Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) through 3rd grades. 
A commitment to establish a MTSS unit within the Georgia Department of Education was 
made, and a team, funded by a State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG), began the 
work of supporting all districts and schools. The unit known as Georgia’s Tiered System 
of Supports for Students would address academics, behavior, and well-being with 
evidence-based practices and interventions within a tiered system of supports. Although, 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) was already in place, an 
additional need emerged with the law to provide universal supports to all districts and 
schools regarding tiered interventions for behavior, especially the Georgia public schools 
serving Pre-K through 3rd grades. With two teams, MTSS and PBIS, working 
collaboratively, the numerous resources for tiered interventions would provide 
information and support to districts and schools to bring about systemic improvements 
in school-based discipline to benefit all children.  Information regarding HB 740 and the 
subsequent State Board of Education Rule, Student Discipline (160-4-8-.15), was 
disseminated to districts and schools through multiple professional learning events such 
as webinars, training events, coaching sessions, conference presentations, online 
learning modules, meetings, and newsletters. 
 
Georgia’s MTSS team worked 
collaboratively with members of 
the GaDOE Instructional 
Technology team to develop an 
online platform that houses 
intervention data and processes 
for MTSS.  The platform, located 
in the Student Longitudinal Data 
System (SLDS), is called 
Georgia’s Online MTSS/SST. 
Reports can be generated for 
behavior and interventions. The 
platform is new in Georgia and 
currently has 24 districts online.  
 
In this document, sessions offering information on HB 740 and the State Board of 
Education Rule are identified. These sessions demonstrate the broad scope of 
audiences and efforts to ensure educators and school leaders are aware of the new law 
and examine practices to ensure interventions are provided as needed prior to long term 
suspension or expulsion.  This document contains graphs as well as an appendix with 
examples of resources. 
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Professional Learning Events with Content Specific to HB740 

Professional Online Learning Module: 
MTSS Overview 

School and District Effectiveness:  
Winter Literacy Leader Institute 

MTSS Professional Learning Training Events Special Education Director’s Webinar 

MTSS Coaching Events 
Special Education Leadership Development 
Academy (SELDA) 

RESA and MTSS Consortia Presentations Special Education Director’s Weekly Email Blast 

RESA Summit Conference 
Student Support Team Association for Georgia 
Educators (SSTAGE) Conferences 

GLRS Presentations 
Georgia Compensatory Educational Leaders 
(GCEL) Conferences 

Note: Many of these events have been presented on multiple occasions. 
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Georgia SPDG Impact on Behavior 
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Outcomes: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Georgia’s Online MTSS/SST Application 
Behavior Interventions: 
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Georgia’s Online MTSS/SST Application 
Reading Interventions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Georgia’s Online MTSS/SST Application 
Mathematics Interventions: 
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Georgia’s Professional Learning Online Module 
 
MTSS Overview (includes information for HB 740): 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Charts and graphs referencing Cohort 1 data are used to demonstrate 
growth with districts that implemented as part of the SPDG grant.  All resources, 
including Go MTSS/SST and online professional learning modules are available to 
all districts and schools in Georgia.  
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Appendix:   
Documents Created and Used to Support 

Understanding of HB 740 and  
Georgia State Board of Education Rule: Student Discipline 

Outcomes 
Improved Outcomes 

 
 

Improved Outcomes 
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Example of MTSS Snapshot Communication 
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Presentation Slides Included in Professional Learning 
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