
GEORGIA Board of Education Rule      Code: IGB 

 

160-4-2-.32   STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM.   

 

   (1) DEFINITIONS. 

 

(a) Student Support Team (SST) - an interdisciplinary group that uses a systematic process to 

address learning and/or behavior problems of students, K-12, in a school. 

 

   (2) REQUIREMENTS. 

 

   (a) Each school shall have a minimum of one SST and shall establish support team procedures. 

 

   (b) Before a referral is made for other supplemental or support services an evaluation and/or 

assessment shall be conducted. 

 

   1. Prior evaluation(s) and/or assessment(s) of a student for a state or federal program shall be 

considered as having met this requirement. 

 

   (c) The SST shall include at a minimum the referring teacher and at least two of the following 

participants, as appropriate to the needs of the student: 

 

   1. Principal. 

   2. General education teacher. 

   3. Counselor. 

   4. Lead teacher. 

   5. School psychologist. 

   6. Subject area specialist. 

   7. ESOL teacher. 

   8. Special education teacher. 

   9. School social worker. 

   10. Central office personnel. 

   11. Section 504 coordinator. 

   12.  Other appropriate personnel. 

 

   (d) Parents/guardians shall be invited to participate in all meetings of their child’s SST and in the 

development of interventions for their child. 

 

(e) Each school shall include the following steps in the SST process: 

 

   1. Identification of learning and/or behavior problems. 

   2. Assessment, if necessary.  

   3. Educational plan. 

   4. Implementation. 

   5. Follow-up and support. 

   6. Continuous monitoring and evaluation. 

 

   (f) Documentation of SST activities shall include the following: 

 

   1. Student's name. 

   2. Names of team members. 

   3. Meeting dates. 

   4. Identification of student learning and/or behavior problems. 



   5. Any records of assessment. 

   6. Educational plan and implementation results. 

   7. Follow-up and, as appropriate, continuous evaluation. 

 

   (3) EXCEPTIONS TO THE USE OF THE SST PROCESS. 

 

   (a) School personnel and parents/guardians may determine that there is a reasonable cause to 

bypass the SST process for an individual student.  Documentation in the student’s record shall 

clearly justify such action, including whether the parent or guardian agreed with such a decision.  In 

cases where immediate referral is sought, the SST shall still determine what interim strategies, 

interventions, and modifications shall be attempted for the student. 

 

   (b) It is not necessary for students who transfer into the local school system/state operated 

program with a current Individualized Education Program or Section 504 plan to go through the SST 

process.  

 

Authority O.C.G.A. § 20-2-152; 20-2-240. 

 

Adopted:  September 14, 2000     Effective:  October 5, 2000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Excerpt from state SST Commitment to Federal Court after Marshall vs. Georgia,  

August 1984: 

“A.  Student Support Teams 

Each local agency shall develop a Student Support Team.  The Student Support 

Team is a joint effort of regular education and special education to identify and plan 

alternative instructional strategies for children prior to or in lieu of a special 

education referral.  Each building level team is comprised of such persons as 

administrator, classroom teacher, requesting teacher, special education teacher, 

counselor, school psychologist, special education resource person, school social 

worker or central office personnel.  Parental involvement is also a critical part of the 

Student Support Team process. 

This interdisciplinary group which plans for modification in a student’s education 

program shall engage in a six step process to include:  (1) identification of needs, (2) 

assessment, if necessary, (3) educational plan, (4) implementation, (5) follow-up and 

support, and (6) continuous monitoring and evaluation.  The Student Support Team 

functions under the auspices of regular education curriculum services and is based 

upon the child study team concept. 

Requests for service for the student from the Student Support Team may include 

curriculum modification, learning style assessment, behavior management 

techniques, achievement evaluation, home-school communication, or study skill 

assistance.  Requests for special education services may also be made.  Prior to 

consideration for special education referral non-special education options should be 

considered, interventions used, documented, described, and discussed at the special 

education placement meeting.  In limited instances, initial referral to the Student 

Support Team prior to special education referral will not be necessary.  These cases 

are those in which the necessity for special education is so clear that use of non-

special education options would be non-productive or harmful to the child.  In those 

cases where initial referral is not to the Student Support Team, the reasons therefor 

will be documented.” 

 
 


