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What are Professional Qualifications According to ESSA? 
P ro fe s s io n a l Q u a li fic a tio n s  a re  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  fe d e ra l, s ta te , o r lo c a l a g e n c ie s . 
A c c o rd in g  to  E S S A , S ta te  E d u c a tio n  A g e n c ie s  (S E A s ) a n d  L o c a l E d u c a tio n  A g e n c ie s  (L E A s ) m u s t 
e n s u re  te a c h e rs  a n d  p a ra p ro fe s s io n a ls  m e e t a p p l ic a b le  s ta te  c e rtif ic a tio n  a n d  l ic e n s u re  
re q u ire m e n ts  [S e c tio n s  1111(g )(2)(J);  1112(c )(6)]. 

 

 
                                                    How are Professional Qualifications Defined? 

• T h e  G e o rg ia  P ro fe s s io n a l S ta n d a rd s  C o m m is s io n  (G a P S C ) d e te rm in e s  s ta te  c e rtif ic a tio n  
re q u ire m e n ts  in  G e o rg ia . T h e s e  re q u ire m e n ts  a re  u s e d  b y  a l l T ra d itio n a l S c h o o l D is tric ts . 

• L E A s  m a y  n o t wa iv e  fe d e ra l p ro fe s s io n a l q u a li fic a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r p a ra p ro fe s s io n a ls  
o r s ta te  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a l if ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r s e rv ic e  fo r s p e c ia l  e d u c a tio n  te a c h e rs  
a l ig n e d  with  th e  s tu d e n t’s  IE P . 

• L E A s  m a y  n o t wa iv e  c e rtif ic a tio n  fo r E IP  te a c h e rs . F o r In -F ie ld  P u rp o s e s  a ll  E IP  te a c h e rs  
m u s t h o ld  G A P S C  c e rtif ic a tio n . 

• R e g a rd le s s  o f c h a rte r o r s tra te g ic  wa iv e r s ta tu s , a ll  L E A  te a c h e rs  a n d  p a ra p ro fe s s io n a ls  
m u s t h o ld  a  C le a ra n c e  C e rtif ic a te  (O .C .G .A . § §  20-2-82, 20-2-211.1, 20-2-2065, S B O E  R u le s  
160-4-9-.07 a n d  160-5-1-.33, G a P S C  R u le  505-2-.42). 

• U n d e r O C G A  §  20-2-2065, C h a rte r a n d  S tra te g ic  W a iv e r L E A s  c a n  wa iv e  s ta te  c e rtific a tio n  fo r 
m o s t te a c h e rs , m e a n in g  th a t e a c h  L E A  th a t wa iv e s  c e rtif ic a tio n  m u s t e s ta b lis h  p ro fe s s io n a l 
q u a l if ic a tio n s  (P Q ) fo r th e ir te a c h e rs . 

 
How are Professional Qualifications Established? 

G e o rg ia  L E A s  m a y  s u b m it a p p l ic a tio n s  to  wa iv e  p ro v is io n s  o f T itle  20 E d u c a tio n  L a w  in c lu d in g  
c e rtif ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  G a P S C . F o r th e  G a D O E  to  e n s u re  th a t L E A  te a c h e rs  
m e e t s ta te  c e rtif ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts , a l l  L E A s  m u s t o u tlin e  L E A  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a l if ic a tio n  
re q u ire m e n ts  th a t a l ig n  e ith e r w ith  G a P S C  re q u ire m e n ts , a p p ro v e d  c h a rte r o r s tra te g ic  wa iv e r 
a p p l ic a tio n s  o r a  c o m b in a tio n  o f th e  two . 
L E A  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a li fic a tio n s  a re  s u b m itte d  a n n u a l ly  in  th e  C L IP  b y  re s p o n d in g  to  th e  fo llo w in g  a re a s : 
• F o r th e  c u rre n t f is c a l y e a r, b a s e d  o n  th e  fle x ib i l i ty  g ra n te d  u n d e r G e o rg ia  c h a rte r la w [O C G A  20-

2-2065] o r S ta te  B o a rd  R u le  – S tra te g ic  W a iv e rs  [160-5-1-.33], d o e s  th e  d is tric t in te n t to  wa iv e  
te a c h e r c e rtific a tio n  – Y e s  o r N o ?  [E S S A  S e c tio n  112(e )(1)(B )(ii)] 

• I f  th e  L E A  wa iv e s  c e rtific a tio n , s p e c ify  wh e th e r, in  th e  c u rre n t f is c a l y e a r, c e rtific a tio n  is  wa iv e d  
fo r a l l  te a c h e rs  (e x c e p t S p e c ia l  E d u c a tio n  s e rv ic e  a l ig n e d  with  th e  s tu d e n t’s  IE P ), o r fo r a  s e le c t 
g ro u p  o f te a c h e rs , th e  re s p o n s e  m u s t a d d re s s  th e  c o n te n t f ie ld s  a n d  g ra d e  le v e l b a n d s  (P -5, 4-8, 
6-12, P -12). 

• I f th e  d is tric t wa iv e s  c e rtif ic a tio n  s ta te  th e  m in im u m  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a l if ic a tio n s  re q u ire d  fo r 
e m p lo y m e n t o f te a c h e rs  wh o s e  c e rtific a tio n  is  wa iv e d  (e x a m p le :  B a c h e lo r’s  D e g re e , C o n te n t 
A s s e s s m e n t, C o u rs e wo rk , F ie ld  E x p e rie n c e , e tc .) I f n o t, re q u ire m e n ts  e x is t b e y o n d  a  
C le a ra n c e  C e rtif ic a te , p le a s e  e x p l ic itly  s ta te  s o . [S e c tio n  1112(e )(1)(B )(ii)] 

                        How are Professional Qualifications Reviewed and Monitored? 
G a D O E  re v ie ws  e a c h  L E A s  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a li fic a tio n s  a n n u a l ly  in  th e  C o n s o l id a te d  L E A  
Im p ro v e m e n t P la n  (C L IP ) a n d  m o n ito rs  e s ta b lis h e d  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a lif ic a tio n s  e v e ry  fo u r y e a rs  
d u rin g  th e  c ro s s -fu n c tio n a l p ro c e s s . F a ilu re  to  a d h e re  to  L E A  P Q  re q u ire m e n ts  m a y  re s u lt in  a  
f in d in g . 


